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a catalyst
for regional
growth and

innovation

s

The RDA Northern
Rivers region is
bounded by the local
government areas for
Ballina Shire Council,
Byron Shire Council,
Clarence Valley
Council, Lismore City
Council, Richmond
Valley Council, Tweed
Shire Council.

In consultation with
our stakeholders, RDA
Northern Rivers
advocates, brokers
partnerships and
coordinates resources
to deliver sustainable
economic growth,
jobs creation and
continuous
improvement through
innovation.
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2013 -2014 U Key Achievements & Learnings

Updates of Key Publications
1 Northern Rivers Regional Plan

1 Northern Rivers Regional Profile

New Publications

Northern Rivers Social Plan

Northern Rivers Regional Data Sets
Northern Rivers Digital Economy Strategy

Sustain Northern Rivers Transport Survey
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Northern Rivers Community Wellbeing
Survey

1 Northern Rivers Community Engagement
Strategy

Government Policy Submissions

1 Northern Agricultural Competitiveness White
Paper Response (April 2014)

il Inquiry into Regional Aviation Services
(March 2014)

| Review of Regulatory Arrangements for the
National Broadband Network (23 March 2014)

il NSW Agriculture IAP Draft Recommendations
(1 May 2014)

il Northern Rivers Broadband Briefing Paper
(February 2014)

Stakeholder and Community Engagement

An Innovation Forum was held in October 2013, which
attracted over 100 people from across Australia.
Stakeholders included Commercialisation Australia, IP
Australia and inventor and inventor Ric Richardson.

Data & Statistics Workshops

During May 2014 RDA Northern Rivers data workshops
were held in five of our seven Local Government Areas
providing participants with training and information
on how to use RDA Northern Rivers data-sets and
industry research.

Workshop participants received a Regional Business
Case Data Toolbox, outlining the reports and datasets
produced by RDA Northern Rivers and insights into
finding and using regional data from public sources.
Over 40 industry, government and NGO stakeholders
attended the RDA Regional Data and Statistics
workshops.
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Other Major Activities

Securing Our Food Futures Program

RDA Northern Rivers won a tender with NSW
Environmental Trust to implement the

Securing a Sustainable Food Future Project to Local
Government Area's across NSW. RDA Northern Rivers
developed and distributed a food related toolkit,
conducted workshops, presentations and facilitated
discussion groups as well as facilitated individual
Council initiatives undertaken by Coffs Harbour City,
Clarence Valley and Wollongong City Councils.

Digi Advantage Program

This program to assists small businesses to prepare to
optimise new technologies and participate in the
digital economy. 24 students graduated as Digi
Advantage Consultants. 112 business placements were
registered.

Major Learning: slow internet contributes

significantly to the high number of Northern Rivers
businesses that have no website; customers find it
difficult to process transactions over the internet.

Sustainable Advantage Program

A Sustainability Advantage Project Officer was
engaged by RDA Northern Rivers until November
2013. Activity included the Introduction to Supply
Chain Management module was delivered on 9
September 2013 to six (6) businesses .






